Guidelines of the MIDAS Blog

About the blog: The MIDAS Blog explores the role of minority and regional languages, as
well as broader minority issues across Europe, highlighting current topics and debates. We
provide news, share ideas and spark conversations on minority rights and the challenges
faced by communities. Another focus is on minority language media.

MIDAS is the European Association of Daily Newspapers in Minority and Regional
Languages. The blog is edited by the Center for Autonomy Experience and the Institute for
Minority Rights (both Eurac Research).

Audience and tone: Write for researchers as well as an interested public, using a formal,
clear and accessible tone in English. Avoid unnecessary jargon and provide context for any
specialist terms that may be unfamiliar to non-expert readers. Use British English, with
headlines in sentence case. For questions of style, consult the Guardian guidelines.

Inclusivity and sensitivity: Respectful and accurate representation of all communities
addressed in the article is essential. Where possible, consult community-specific
guidelines and be aware of sensitive issues. Names of regions and place names should,
where possible, also be given in the language of the minority being discussed. For example:
Donostia/San Sebastian.

Structure and length: Articles should be no longer than 1,500 words, but can be slightly
longer if necessary. Titles should be concise. At the beginning of the article, there should be
a short summary of up to four sentences that clearly states what the text is about. This
summary will also be used for promotion on social media. In addition to the summary, you
may also include up to five short key takeaways as bullet points at the start of your article.

Interviews: In interviews, always include the surname of the interviewee with each answer.
At the beginning of the first answer, write out the full name.


https://www.midas-press.org/
https://www.midas-press.org/
https://www.theguardian.com/guardian-style-guide-a

Accuracy and sources: Check all data and verify facts. Use reliable sources and provide
inline links for references. Direct quotations must, where possible, be linked to the source.

Editing: Please proofread your article before submitting. The editorial team will review all
texts, but well-edited drafts are appreciated.

Images: Each article must include one cover photo. Together with the title, this image is
key to attracting readers’ attention. Additional images can also be included in the article.
Captions and copyright information must be provided for all images, and the text should
indicate where images are to be placed. If you do not have your own material, images with
a free licence may be used, provided the source is credited correctly.

Submission: Contributions should be sent as a Word document or Google Doc, together
with a short author biography and a portrait photo of the author to info@midas-press.org.
At the end of each article, please add the following note in italics: Note: This article gives
the views of the author(s) and does not represent the position of the European Association
of Daily Newspapers in Minority and Regional Languages (MIDAS) or Eurac Research.

Publication and reuse: Articles and photos are usually made available to MIDAS member
newspapers for republication in print or online. If you do not wish your contribution to be
shared, please let us know. The clearer and more accessible an article is, the more likely it
will be picked up by MIDAS members.

Payment: MIDAS cannot offer payment for articles. Contributions are voluntary and
provide authors with the opportunity to share their insights with an engaged international
audience.


mailto:info@midas-press.org

